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WINDOWS WELLS 2007
Building Safety Room 210  City Hall Duluth MN  55802  Ph 218/730-5300   Fax 730-5159
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PERMANENTLY BUILT WINDOW 
WELL 
6" GRAVEL BED FOR 
DRAINAGE 
GRAVEL FILLED TUBE 
CONNECTED TO DRAIN TILE 
FOUNDATION INSULATION,  
PROTECTED TO 6" BELOW GRADE & 
BASEMENT WATERPROOFING 

3' MINIMUM DEPTH EGRESS WINDOW: 
MIN CLEAR HEIGHT 24" 
MIN CLEAR WIDTH 20" 
IF BOTTOM OF WIN. WELL 
IS LESS THAN 44" BELOW ADJACENT 
GRADE, THEN 5 SQ. FT. OPENABLE 
AREA REQ'D 
IF BOTTOM OF WIN. WELL 
IS MORE THAN 44" BELOW ADJACENT 
GRADE, THEN 5.7 SQ. FT. OPENABLE 
AREA REQ'D 

WINDOW WELL 
AREA MIN 9 SQ. FT. 

3' MIN WIDTH 
6" WIDER THAN WINDOW 

RECOMMENDED 

MAINTAIN  
36” CLEARANCE 
CONTINUOUSLY 
TO OPEN AREA. 

NOTE 
Depth to bottom of footing for new homes shall be a minimum of 60". 
Drop footings may be required. 
 
Where 60" depth to bottom of footing cannot be achieved due to existing conditions, frost protection 
must be accomplished using 2" rigid foam insulation under the gravel bed extending horizontally 
from the foundation wall to the outer wall of the window well. 
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